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Concerning the 


ut dru ple A 


London, ge i E _ 
Receiv'd the Packet your 
Lordſhipdid me the Honour 
to ſend with the laſt Mail; 
and in Compliance with 
pour Lordſhip's Requeſt, 

y ou my Thoughts on the preſent 
| — of the * Atliance ; 
Wich 
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which you intimate is not receiv'd eren 
by the St—s with the greateſt Unanimi- 
ty. The Lord S—pe's fudden Voyage 
to France has occafion'd very different 
Sentiments here, from what we general- 
ly entertain'd but a few Days before. 

I have confider'd in theſe Papers the Dan- 
ger Europe is in, if this Affair ſhould not 
Succeed, which ought to be fo far from 
obſtructing its Progreſs, that tis the moſt 
powerful Reaſon to facilitate a happy 


_ Concluſion. 


It is evident to all Men of Obſervati- 
on, that the Face of Europe looks with 
as Cloudy an Aſpect at preſent, as it 
has done at any time for theſe laſt Hun- 
dred Years: Nor is it leſs evident, that 
Great Britain has her Proportion of thoſe 
Clouds which threaten -an univerſal 
Storm. T 
It hath been our Lot and Glory a long 
Time, to have the Reputation of being 
the Arbiters of the Grand Differences of 
Chriſtendom: and it hath as long been 
in our Power to carry the Ballance which 
way we would. Nor can it be deny'd 


that this Nation, when ſuffered to act ac. 


cording to its own natural Genius, has e- 
ver eſpous d the juſter Side. 


Let 
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Yer; it muſt be _ that we have 


mes had the Unhappineſs, as well 
as other Nations, to act contrary both 
to our dun Intereſt, and that of our Nach. =] 
bours, but this has been more owir 

to thoſe that were at the Helm, than ei- 
ther to the Ignorance or ill Intention of 
the People of Great Britain. 
There are now the greateſt Contro- 
verſys renew'd and depending betwixt 
two of the principal Powers of Earope 
that eyer we or our Fathers heard of, | 
and as they have already, are again like 
to jug diſputed with greater Force and 
Warm th than any other Controverſy that 
hath yet troubled the Mĩeſtern World. 
This makes it evident, that we are as 
much as ever concern'd to act with Vigour, 
if we have a mind either to preſerve the 
Hanour of keeping the Ballance even be- 
twixt che two contending Parties, or to 
enjoy ſhe Advantage of ſecuring to our 
ſelves the Bleſſings of Peace and Proſpe- 


2 J * 


rity. 4 | 
" {der to be farisfied as to this \ Mat- 
ter, We are firſt to take a View of Af. 


fairs Al road, and then to caſt an Eye up- 
on thoſe at Home. 
Tho the Emperor is more immediate- 
ly concern'd for his own Intereſt and 
that of his Family, who are already de- 
„ 1 


3 | | 
6 


priv'd of a Succeſſion they had reaſon to 
to hope for, and now again diſturb'd in 
the Poſſeſſion of what was ſecured to 
them by ſolemn Treaties ſo lately made; 
yet this Attempt of his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty to break the Tranquillity of Europe, 
engages alſo the Concern of moſt other 
Princes and States in Chriſtendom, who 


have each of them their own peculiar 
Intereſts involv'd in the Conſequences of 


it: And particularly by the Concern of 
Navigation and the Intereſt of Trade 
and Commerce, England, France and 
Holland, are more immediately affected 
thereby. > 8 
| > The Preſs Abroad affords the Publick 
every Day Reflections upon theſe Things; 
and thoſe that write for the Liberty of Eu. 
rope, generally agree in the ſame Topicks, 
that tis the Intereſt of all thoſe States, to 
enter into ſtrict Alliances for the com- 
mon Peace of Chriſtendom, and to bring 


1 | Spain to repent of her hafty Enterpriſes. 


The neceſſity of this is very obvious: 
But then a thinking Man will at the 
ſame Time revolve more diſtinctly in his 
Mind the Poſture of Affairs as well Do- 
meſtick as Foreign; that the greateſt 
Things move by Springs unſeen, and 
that a wiſe Man in erecting a Pabrick, 
not only conſiders the Coſt, but alſo the 
17 e | Ma- 


. 
Materials, what Inſtruments are proper 


5 


to car ty on the Building, and what Rub- 
biſh is ro be removed, „ 

_ To begin with the Emperor, we 
may helieve him to be in good earneſt. 
But, x, Tho? his Cauſe be good, his Ability 
to maintain it is but ſmall, and while the 
 Tarkiſh War continues, he can have lit- 
tle Power to do himſelf right. _ 


2. He has the Misfortune, with moſt 
| Other Princes of that Religion, to be go- 
vern'd by the Church, and particularly 
by Jeſuits, who are. the Bane of Humane 
Society, undermine and betray all that 
truſt them, and are generally in the In- 

tereſt of Spain, becauſe that Nation is 
and vias always devoted beyond, Mea- 

ſure ti the Intereſt and Advancement of 
the Temporal: Power of the Clergy; as 
they were lately in the Intereſt of France, 
| becauſe Lewis XIV. had been more zea- 
lous and ſucceſsful in deſtroying the Re- 


formgtion than any other Prince in his 
Tims Therefore above all, his Im- 


perial Majeſty muſt exclude. the Jeſuited 


Zealc ts from having any Influence in his 


Councils. They look on the Catholick 

King as the Champion of their Cauſe, 
and are ſo bigotted to the Church, that 
as this new Fire is ſuſpected to be 
„ Kindlgd by their means, they will now, 
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[8 * 
more than ever favour the [ntereſts and 
Deſigns of Spain. 

. As the natural Reſult of Bigorry 
and 1 Power, the Emperor's 
Subjects in ary, and Tranſiluania, 
are ſo ai 410 liged by the unnatural 
and barbarous Perſecution they have un- 
dergone, that they can have no entire 
Confidence in a Prince, whoſe Conſei- 
ence is directed by their ſworn Enemies; 
a Set of Men thus will be contented with 
nothing leſs than the utter Ruin of all 
Proteſtants: And therefore the Emperor's 
Subjects of that Religion are in a great 
meaſure made uſeleſs to him, and for- 
ced to throw themſelves, from time to 

time, upon the Protection of the Ortoman 
Family, who allow them the Freedom of 
their Religion, and therefore frequently 
prevail upon them (as at this pre- 
ſent ) to join in their Wars againſt | 
4 Houle of Auſtria. .Now it is the 
Emperor's Intereſt to treat his Hu 1 | 
more mildly for the Future, though their 
preſent. Rebellion may perhaps Pavens 
Him to greater Severities : And Great-Bre- 


tain ought likewiſe to make uſe of the 


prefent Opportunity in their Favour; as 
the Emperor” cant well refuſe: us 
thing of that Kind, which e thall thin 


= to Ripulate. e 
| 210 : 3 | 4. I 


CT 
4. It is very well knows, that his Im- 
perial Majeſty hath no Naval Force; & 
that he Fan make no Oppoſition to the | 

Spantards at Ses . 

5. Hl Treaſure is very much exhauſt- 
ed by tre late War againſt France, and 
the preſent one againſt rhe Turk, 

6. Th: Empire is in continual Danger 
of being embroibd in its own Bõ wels; by 

differences betwixt ſome of the Princes 
and Sales thereof; and alſo in its Nor- 

thern Parts by the pretenſions of the King 
of Sweden, and his Deſigns Wr the 
preſent King of Poland. 

7. Three of the Electors of the Bm 
pire, and ſeveral of its other Princes, be. 
Ing Popiſh Ecclefiaſticks, they can hardly | 
be ſupppſed ever to joyn cordially with 
with hiſn in a War, for the Succeſs of 
which he muſt very much rely upon Pro- 
teſtant Aſſiſtants. | 

Laſtly, it muſt. be confeſs'd, that the 
preſent? mperor and his Predeceſſor have 
formerly been very unhappy in the Ma- 
nagement of their Alliances with England 
and He land, who being diſobliged by 
the intemperate Zeal of the Court of 
Vienna againſt the Reformation, at the 
Treaty of Reſwick, or otherwiſe prevail'd 


upon, God knows how, became engag'd 


in a Pit and Wee Fartition-Treaty a- 
= eaialt 


divided. 


ach 


ainſt the Honour and Intereſt of that Fa- 


mily: which was alſo no leſs ingloriouſſy 


deſerted by Great Britain at the Conclu- 
fion of the late War. Bur his Imperial 
Majeſty and all the World are ſenſible, 
that our own Intereſts were betray'd. 
in a far greater Meaſure than thoſe of a- 


ny of our Allies, by that Reigning Fa- 
- « tion at Court, which brought about ſo 
diſhonourable a Peace as that at Utrecht, 


and this Nation has reſented the Trea- 


chery of thoſe Managers. 


We ſhall in the next Place take a View - 
of the United Provinces, concerning whom 


we may obſerve, RT 


1. That being a Country that ſubliſts 


5 chiefly by Trade, to which War 1s cer- 


tainly ruinous, we are not to wonder if 
the Trading part of that Country be ve- 


ry averſe to it, and by Conſequence ob- 


ſtruct ſuch Reſolves as tend to carry it on. 
2. That there is a ſtrong Party among 


them that are for temporizing with Spain, 

and gaining Time; and if they can but 
weather the Storm for ſome time, think 
themſelves out of Danger. 


3. That their Conſtitution is none of 


dme happieſt; for being Seven diſtinct 
_. Sovereignties, and not to be concluded b) 


the Majority, it renders them the more 
liable to be practis'd upon, in order to be 
„ 4. That 


5 


at they have a conſiderable Num- 

- Papiſts among them who are al- 

ways Tinemies to a Proteſtant Govern- 
ment, nd are taught by their Prieſts to 

ſacrifice the Intereſt of their Country 
to _ of their Church, of which the 

| King of Spain is now the profeſſed Cham- 

5. That being a People who are ve- 


ry jealous of their Liberty, and knowing 
that popular Generals at the Head of. | 


numerous Armies, do always endanger 
the People's Freedom, it follows natu- 
rally, that they ſhould be careful to a- 
void a War, which gives their Captain 
Generals ſuch an Opportunity, eſpecially 
conſidering the Risk that they have run 
of being ruin'd that way oftner than 


| once. - | 


6. That they are much exhauſted and 
burden'd with Debt by the late War, 
and their People uneaſy on that Account, 
as well as we. . 
But certainly the Datch underſtand 
theii own Intereſt ſo well, that there is 
no om to doubt they will concur in 
ever / thing that may ſecure the Peace 
of C 1riſtendom ; and rho? at preſent their 
Apptehenſions are very much divided, 
and their Humours vary, yet their Con- 
eurrence in the 1 muſt 
„„ | 2 5 ne- 


. 


b! 


veceffrily appear to them tobe the on- 
| ly beſt Means for preventing a War, or 


edily ending it. 
In the next Place, let us take a View 


of France. There indeed we find the 
Scene quite chang'd, ſince the Death of 
the late King; at leaſt as to outward 
Appearances; and Fance and Spain ſeem 
now no more to be under one Govern- 
ment, or in one Intereſt. But at the 


fame time it muſt be own'd. that it would 
have been reckon'd by moſt thinking 
Men an unaccountable Paradox a few 
Years ago, to ſuppoſe, it could ſo fall 


out in ſo ſhort a time, that France ſhould 


enter into a Confederacy. againſt à Prince 
of her own Houſhold, whoſe Cauſe ſhe 
alone maintain'd againſt almoſt all the 


Force of Chriſtendom, for ſo many Years, 


at an Infinite Expence of Blood and 
Treaſure. And it muſt alſo be confeſs'd, 


whatever Appearances there may be to 
the contrary, that there is ſtill a ſtrong 
Union of 4 Heel ion berween theſe. two 
Monarchies, tho? their Union of Power in 
the Viewsthatour Politicians here have for- 


med, muſt now be conſider d as diſſolv'd. 

Farther, France has a terrible FaQti- 
on in its own Bowels that is entirely 
devoted to King Philip's Intereſt; for 


two very weighty Reaſons indeed. 


1, In 


1. In him they have plac'd their only 
remaining Hopes of carrying away uni- 
verſal Empire by the Union of the two 
Crows, all the legal Bars and Impedi- 
meats that could poſſibly be contriv'd 
i prevent the ſame notwithſtanding, 


ii Caſe. their preſent young King ſhould 
de without Heirs of his Body. This 
al nbitious Humour of the French, (which I 


|] . hope at preſent is reſtricted to the Faction 


we are ſpeaking of) ſupported by the 
ee Oe” — yy uct 
before this time have brought all Europe 
ußder Subjection, if their own: Diviſions 
aid private Quarrels had not from time 
te time put back their Deſigns for many 
Years, or had not their greateſt; Princes 
| Ezen cut off before they. could have fi- 
iſhed Meir intended Work. 
2. The Cauſe of Religion will be ad- 
vanced with the Succeſs of his Catholick 
Majeſty's Arms. The Priefts that in- 
flzme the Faction will tell them, they 
afe Rebels to Heaven, if they neglect the 


Opportunity of rooting out the Worthern 
Hereſy, and ne the Catholick 


- Fiith: and thus are the French Popiſh + 


Z kalots violeatly bent to favour the De, 


fi vas of the King of Spain againſt the Peace 
| 40 Tranquility of A4 12 
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| Nevertheleſs it is but reaſonable. to 


think, that ſo long as the Regent is able 


to preſerve his Authority in France, there 


will be no Cauſe to apprehend any dou- 
ble Dealing from that Quarter. Moſt 
certain it is, that he can conceive no 


mighty Pleaſure in the touring Greatneſs of 


a Prince, who may one Day diſpute his 


Pretenſions with him to one of the rich- 
eſt Prizes in the WorſClUCCoc. 
However it be, the Obſtacles that have 
been, it ſeems, thrown in the way of 


the intended Aliagce, on the Part of 
France, whereby the Concluſion of it is 


hitherto retarded, have given Riſe to 


various Speculations; and all good Men 


are filPd with Impatience and Anxiety 


about the Iſſue of this Affair: For in 
truth all depends upon it. If the Alli- 
ance ſucceeds, in the Opinion of ſome 


Men, Spain will not dare to ſtrike ano- 
ther Stroke; but if it ſhould not, we 


have a very melancholy View before our 
Eyes. All former Apprehenfions of Dan- 


ger from the Greatneſs of Spain and the 
Houſe of A«ſtria, from the growing Pow- 
er of France, when Lewis XIV. march'd 
in Perſon to Utrecht, and had almoſt 
poſſeſt himſelf of the Seven Provinces, 


or in the beginning of the late Bloody 
. War, when he aggrandiz'd himſelf by the 
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„ 
wiſition of Spain, would in no Degree 
E equal to ſuch a diſmal Conjuncture. 
A Let ſo much ſuffice for a brief View 
o the State of our propoſed Allies. The 
next thing to be conſider'd is our, own 
Condition at Home; as to which it is 
ident, that we abound with ſharp and 
ſhameful Diviſions, that have a very me- 
Al ncholy Aſpect, and ſuch indeed as may 
nake us juſtly apprehend the Verifica- 
tion of that in our particular Caſe, which 
our Saviour ſaid of all ſuch in general, 
That a Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf 


Cannot Stand. What Native of this 


Kingdoms is able to command his Paſ- 
 ſiþn, who conſiders the preſent State of 
Ii Country ? A Nation fo generally di- 
vided can admit of no Harmony amongſt 
if Subjects, but from the King on the 
Ithrone to the Beggar on the Dunghill, 
ejery Individual mult ſuffer more or leſs 
by ſuch a Diviſion : Yer ſuch is our Miſ- 


1 
14 


J tune; and this Diviſion runs through 


all the Countries, Cities, Corporations 
and Societies in the Kingdom, and creates 
and nouriſhes unnatural Heats, Jars and 
zinimoſities among People of all Ranks. 
Is it not ſtrange that ſuch a wiſe and 
mighty Nation, who have from time to 
time ſo gloriouſly aſſerted their Liberties 
Igainſt Foreign and Domeſtick Uſurpa- 

N . tions, 


> 
4 | 
Fl 
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to cut one another's Throats, and fall to 


[16] 

tions, and have had their Magna Charrd 
confirm'd oftner than once with a Solem- 
nity inferior to nothing that ever was 
tranſacted upon Earth, but the Promul- 
gation of the Divine Law upon Mount 
Sinai; is it not ſtrange, I ſay, that ſuch 


a Nation ſhould not yet know the true 


Boundaries betwixt Prerogative and Pro- 
perty, but that we ſhould be as ready 


Sides under the fooliſh Names of Whig 


and Tory, as the Italians were formerly 


under the like pernicious Diſtinction of 


Guelphs and Gibelines? And as if this 
Diviſion were not enough, each Branch 
of it admits of Subdiviſions ; State Whigs 
and Church Whigs, State Tories and 


Church Tories, Court Whigs and Coun- 
try Whigs. There's another Denomina- 
tion very common among us, which car- 


ries the moſt plauſible and generous A- 
ſpekt of all the reſt, and that is an Egliſb- 


man; but then it neceſſarily implies that 
there's a Party among us, who are not 
thought worthy of that Character. We 
have yet Badges of Diviſion of a more 


modern Impreſſion, and that is Old- Mi- 
niftry Men and New - Miniftry Men, 
and Under-ſpur Leathers to both, Some 
begin to talk of a War as if their Swords 
were already brandiſh'd, and their On 5 
. \ 8 pad 
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Þ id into the Treaſury; and othets talk 
o it in ſuch à Manner, as ſufficiently 
dumonſtrates their Averſion to contribute 
eny thing towards it by Purſe or Perſon; 
tho? it ſhould be unavoidable. Some are 
for troubling our ſelves with no Alli- 
ances, bur think we are able to defend 
ur ſelves with our Fleet, and let the 
r('t of Europe take its Fate. Some are 
ä pp a Standing Force, and fomeare for 

| 50 at all. Some are for having all the 


| People of Great Britain exercis'd in Atms, 2 


uſe they reckon that they will not 
_ Feadily be falſe to themſelves, and al- 
edge, for this the ancient Practice of the 

ation; but others are againſt this, be- 

cauſe they think it would be dangerous 
to the Prerogative, as if that and the 
People's Intereſt ſhould ever thwatt one 
another, Some are for a Monarchy, and 
others for a Common-wealth ;- and they 
again crumble into Subdiviſions. Of the 
 Royaliſts, ſome are for a limited, and 
5 for an abſolute Monarchy; and a- 


Niongſt the Republicans, ſome are for 
in Ariſtocracy, others for a Democracy; 
ind they are not agreed among themſelves, 
whether Holland, Venice, Switzerland, ot 
 {arrington's Oceana ſhall be the Model. 
be meaning of all theſe Men, if they 
lave their main Intereſt, their * 
A . and 
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moſt ready way that can be thought 


„ © 
and Friends in Great. Britain, is and muſt 


be to preſerve Great- Britain, tho* not 
from perfect Monarchy, and abſolute 


Power of a Crown at Home, ( which 
ſome approve of and like the beſt, what- 


ever Name of Tyranny or Slavery it has 
heretofore gone by ;) yet to preſerve us, 
at leaſt, from the Yoke of Foreign Power, 
from being overgrown by States that are 


about us, and coming down from being 


the Principal in Power and Riches, to be 
the laſt, of Europe, or but once inferior to 


any of theſe neighbouring ones, which 
will turn to as much, ſince it neceſſarily. 
ſubjects England to the Miſeries of the 


Invaſions it endured of old, as then the 
Common Prey of all the World, and e- 


very riſing Nation. This ſurely, whate- 
ver elſe may be his Intereſt, is the Inte- 
reſt of every Individual Exgliſhman, in 
all theſe Parties, to prevent: But if this 


be what is leaſt done; if this not only be 
not prevented, but be the only thing 


that every Party, every Side, tho? not 
intentionally, yet really, does draw on, 


advance, promote, and nothing elſe; no 
not their Party-Intereſt, or any valua- 
ble Victory or Triumph, that one may 
gain above another, ſo much as pratify- 
ing a Paſſion; then we are in the faireſt, 


On 


E 
to every thing that can be called Ruin 
of Diſtruction to a Country,  _ 

We read of many Prodigies that went 
bi fore the Deſtruction of Jeraſalem ; moſt 
0 . them filbd the Minds of the Specta- 
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tors with the ExpeQation of ſome terrible 


ent; but none of them did ſo natural- 
ly prognoſticate the Ruin of that City, 
as their irreconcilable Factions among 
th:mſelves, when they were all attackt 
the Common Enemy. Our Caſe is 
10 ch the ſame; we are environed with 
| 


ngers from without, yet are full of 
Pe Nions within, and the greater our 
Dungers grow, the more fierce is our 
Party War. If we continue in this Diſ- 
ſition, it is eaſy to foreſee the Event. 


By this means we muſt of Neceſſity ei- 


thar be over - run by a powerful Neigh- 

bour, or become a Prey to our own Govern ·— 
ment, whenever we have the Misfortune 
to fall under the Conduct of an Ambitious 
and Aſpiring Prince: And therefore ris. 
the height of Folly and Madneſs ſor the 
Pepple of Great Britain, to entertain and 
fopent ſuch unnatural and unreaſona- 
ble Diviſions. - 18% eee 

This nice Conjuncture, and the Va- 
rie y of Circumſtances it affords us both 
at Home and Abroad, and the Conſide- 
ration of our own Safety in particular, and 


„ 
4 that of all Eurqpe in general, require the 
beſt Diſpolition poſſible amongſt our 
l ſelves, and a Temper of Union and mu. 
tual Confidence. This happy State is ne- 
ceſſary to animate our Affairs, and 
ſtrengthen our Conſtitution, that our in- 
ward Vigour may be ſufficient to ſupply 
a Land or Naval Force that may be 
. expedient on this Occafion ; that Whether 
his Majeſty be oblig'd to an open Rup- 
ture, or to enter into any Treaty to fe- 
cure the Peace of Chriſtendom, he may 
execute it with Power, and be free from 
all the Clogs of Diffidence and Jealouſy 
at Home, And ſuch 2 Condition will 
add Weight to Counſel and Actions ei- 
ther in Peace or War: For when a Go» 
vernment is ſecured and firong within it 
ſelf, *tis not liable to the Impreſſions of 
an Enemy, or to the Accidents of War; 
aud without this inward Quality it may 
be ſaid to have the Form without the 
Power. In order to this/ the Intenti- 
I! on of our preſent Eſtabliſhment ought to 
1 be purſud in all the Adminiſtrations of 
WW = It, which hitherto has not been done, and 
the Meaſures we fall into adiuſted to this 
end, that the Proceedings of the Publick 
may be adequate to the excellent Deſign 
of che Revolution; Which hitherto is not 
thoroughly accompliſh'd, nor can "MM : 
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but by the eddy Progress of 4 


fairs." -- 

The People will thigk themſelves ſaſe 
when they ſee Matters in ſuch a Poſture; 
an when by this means they grow ea- 

iy a d ſecure, all repining will be laid a- 
dezand they'll chearfully aſſiſt whenever 

the (3overnment wants the Aid of their 

Per{ns or their Purſes: And . 

ſho d adviſe other Methods, either do 

underſtand Great Britain, or dont 

_ it, and will at the long run be found 
o he blind Guides and mere Empixicks 


DUGY 

There's nothing can be of greater Con- 
cerngto this Nation, than to be effectually 
2d againſt the Pretender, whoſe 
aufg is ſtrongly encourag'd both, at 
one and Abroad. The Party . ; 
our ſelves do now entertain a certain 
Proſpect of foreign Aid, in Caſe the Af, 


fa, of Chriſtendom ſhall again fall in- 


bafuſion ; which contributes in a great 
Mc ure to propagate and foment the 


prev liling Diſaffection, as well amongſt - 


the Rune as thoſe of a more eminent. 
Figure And we may aſſure our ſelves, 
that the See of Rome, which has the Pre- 
tends, now under. its Protection, will 
gladly contribute all poſſible Endeavours 
to 4 him on the Throge of theſe King- 


doms, 


9 : 
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doms, and to ruin the Northern» Hereſy 
with an invincible Armado. The Car- 
dinal Zealots, who choſe Aberoni, becauſe 
they knew him to be willing, and qua- 
lify*d for maintaining the Dignity of the 
Papal Chair, will be ready to comply with 
him in every thing that may recover the 
loſt Territories of the Church. No 
doubt but they have an Occaſion in their 
Eye, which they eſteem very proper for 
| giving a vent to their Zeal: and it will 
be none of the Fault of the Spaniſb Inqui- 
ſitors, if _— be miſtaken in their Hopes. 
If the Cauſe of Religion be not ſufficient 
Ground of Quarrel, they will ſoon find 


Cauſes of another Nature. Preſcription . 


of Time will not be allowed to be a ſuf. 
ficient Plea; and therefore were there 
none later, the old Expeditions of Sir 
Francis Drake and Sir Walter Raleigh, and 
the Aſſiſtance given by Queen Eliza. 
beth to the Hollanders, to erect themſelves 
into a Free-State, when they revolted 
from under the Dominion of Spain, and 
our eſpouſing the Title of K. James of Sco:- 
land, in oppoſition to that of their Infanta, 
will be Cauſe enough with theſe Prieſts: 
nay rather than fail, our taking Jamaica 
from the Spaxiards in Oliver's Time, our 
own Settlement in the Weſt-Indies, to 
which they pretend the Right of Diſcce 

„ : „„ 


alledę 
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very may be inſiſted upon. ?T would 

be if vain, againſt ſuch Expounders, to 
e particular Treaties or the general 
Treaty at Reſwick in defence of our ſelves. 
The Treaty of. Utrecht is of a much 
later date than any of theſe, and yet theſe 
Ford of it can find means to invade the 


Forre of it. And beſides, if that will 
not lo, we know the Determination of 
the Council of Conſtance, that Faith is 
not to be kept with Hereticks. But 
we ire hitherto in Amity with his Ca- 
thol ck Majeſty; and therefore it were 
ill Manners for us to ſuppoſe he will 
be influenc'd by ſuch Councils, before we 


are convinced of it by his own Con- 


| duct. ** „ 
 . Nevertheleſs we ought to look to our 
own Intereſt in all Events: For as we 
find it in His Majeſty's Speech at the 
opening of the late Seſſion of Paliament, 
we cannot but be ſenſible of the many At- 
tems which have been ſet on Foot to di- 
ſturly, the Peace of Europe, and of theſe 
Nin doms. Of this we are daily more 
andi more convinced, and Matters are 
| afreddy brought to a very melancholy 
Criſis. It. ſhould therefore be expected, 


7 that the Cauſes of former Differences be- 


tween Parties who value the Proteſtant 
Relfgion and their own Civil SIGNS 
'* © com iy 7 | Will 
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will be ſo much forgotten, as to be no 
more remembred, or at leaſt ſo as to be 

laid aſide till a more convenient time. 
Let us have ſo much Common Prudence 
as to lay aſide our inteſtine Quarrels, till 
we be delivered from our Apprehenſions 
of the Dangers that threaten us. I remem- 
ber to have read a remarkable Paſſage 
in our own Hiſtory, that during an In- 
undation or Land- Flood in Somerſerſhire, as 
I take it, ſeveral Beaſts of Prey, and 


ſuch others as they naturally prey upon 


and hunt after, were forc'd to take San- 
ctuary together in a riſing Ground; and 
their common Danger did ſo much a- 
bate their natural Enmity, that they 
herded together very peaceably. No- 
thing but a judicial Infatuation can hin- 
_ der Engliſhmen at ſuch a JunQure as this, 
from having lefs Wiſdom and Conduct 
than thoſe E-gliſh Brutes, It concerns us 
to beware of Heats at Home, leſt they. 
ſhould bring Fire and Sword upon us 
from Abroad: nor is it any way proper 
for us to liſten to thoſe Party Alarms 
that are ſounded ſo high by virulent 
Pamphlets on both ſides. If the Deciſion 
of the Controverſy be referred to the 
Nation, bis tea to one but they will de- 
termine that they have been injur'd by 
both, and that the Leaders of the ſeveral!l 
; 1 VVVö.c Fa- 


| 
| 


laviſhly 


Factidns have minded their own Credit 
and if rofir more than they have done the 
 Hono jr end Intereſt of their Country. 
'Tis :11 one to the good People of Great 
Britain, 1 _ Blood and Treafure be 


„ 


and their Liberty and 


Prop * E: Poderthigen, whether it be 
done by a Whig or Tory : they have 


: tisty , 
: expe(t from their mutual Quarrels, will 


Y both Appeared to the Publick by their 


| Writings, and the Publick is apt to think 
they are both to blame for Falte Fi 


| the Spirit of Diviſion: and if the ang. 
lungs be farther continued in the neg - 
lect of the publick Affairs of the Nation 
and its Allies, the People will be ins 


clin*d/ ro think both of them Criminal 
The contending Parties may reſt fa. 
that the chief Fruits they are td 


- be their blackning one another ſo, as to 


Which 
155 any ; dditional Fewel. The Nacidit ſtands 


make them both odious to the World. It 


were, endleſs and to no Purpoſe to go 


through all the particulars of the Charge 


which all of them bring agatoſt each o. 
ther, nor can it have any other Effect, 
but th avgment the Flame of Contention, 
burns too fiercely already to ne 


in nted of Cordials, and not of Corro- 
roſfives; and the only way for all Parties 


4 to ſhew ks good Patriots, ank to 
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recover and maintain their Credit with 


the People, is for one Party to demon- 


ſtrate by their future Behaviour, that 
they are ſtill the Men they formerly pro- 
feſsd to he; and for a ſecond to demon- 
ſtrate in like Manner, that they are not 


the Men they were formerly known to 


be; and for a third to forget perſonal 
Quarrels, and concur, with their former 

Zeal, in advancing the true Intereſt of the 
preſent Government. We ought to be 
ſeeking for Expedients of Union, and 
not to be raking into the paſt Favlts of 
Perſons and Parties, which can have no 


other Iſſue but to heighten our Diviſions: 


But if nothing leſs will ſerve thoſe that 
ſeem to be moſt upon the Delign of ſet- 
ting up one Party and throwing down 
another, than- an abſolute Conqueſt over 


the Perſons and Reputations of thoſe 


they account their Adverſaries, it may be 
eaſily foreſeen without a Spirit of Pro- 


phecy, that the Party attackt will make 55 


a vigorous Defence; and if no other 
Weapons but thoſe of Recrimination will 
do, it may readily be foretold which of the 
Parties will look with the blackeſt Aſpect at 
long run. There have been and ſtill 
may be ill Men on all Sides: but if the 
Degrees and Nature of the Crimes, and 


the. direct Influence which the reſpe- 
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Ctive Principles of the contending Parties 

may have upon the Faults that they 
are ſeverally charg'd with, were ex- 
amin'd and compared by Impartial 
Judges, tis no hard Matter to gueſs on 
which Side the Ballance will turn, and 
which of the Parties will appear to be, 
the moſt naturally adapted to preſerve 
or deſtroy the Britiſh Conſtitution. And 
thoſe that are for the true Intereſt of their 
Country, who 'tis hop'd are by far the — = 

moſt numerous Party, when they ſee the 5 

ſeveral contending Parties ſo much taken 

up in the Defence of their own Intereſt 

and Credit, as to neglect thoſe of the 


- pur own and Europe's Liberty, and the © 


9 . 


1 261 
preventing the utter Extirpation of the 
Proteſtant Religion, both at Home and / 
Abroad. e | 
However, there were then. many a- 
mongſt us that pretended not to ſee, and 

tturn'd all our Fears into Ridicule. Hence 
tit happened that not one Point of Im- 
portance to the Security of theſe King- 
doms could be ſuffered to paſs without 
the utmoſt Oppoſition. They could tell 
us, that we had no Danger to apprehend 
ſrom Abroad, being with at Peace with. 
all about us, nor yet from Malecontents 
at Home, ſince their Deſigns have alrea- 
dp ſo frequently. miſcarried; and that 
his Majeſty might rely on the common 
Affections of his Subjects, without any 
farther Security. When the Neceſſity 
of a competent Land Force was urg'd, 
then they could magnify: our Naval 
Strength, as ſufficient for all Purpoſes: 
But yet when à Fleet came to be de- 
manded, they would not conſent to this 
Neither. Ia fine, there was nothing, 
as they contended, requiſite to be done, 
beyond what is ordinary and uſual in 
in the ſecureſt Eſtabliſhments, and in the 
moſt peaceable Conjuncture, when a Na- 
tion is neither threatned by Foreign A- 
larms, nor inteſtine Diviſions. 
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But the World about could not conſi- 
der ſuch Men otherwiſe than as Enemies 
to the piclent Quiet and Settlement of 
their Cohntry, and muſt have thought 
the great Council of this Nation very much 
infatuated, if they had taken no neceſſa- 
Precautigns goin an impending Storm, 
Tho ic {ou be ſuppos'd that our: own 
more in mediate Intereſt might not per- 
haps. have required any extraordinary 
CircumſpeQion, yet when the Seaſon was 
for making the earlieſt and beſt Proviſion 
for ſeci ring the Liberties of Europe, it 
could nbt be dreamt that Great Britain, 


Which had always kept the Ballance, 


| ſhould have a mind to continue neutral, 
and perhaps ſee all Europe enſlav*d; where- 
by we ſhould have entitled our ſelves to 


the heavieſt Chains at laſt, without either 


Pity or Compaſſion: But more eſpecially, 
when the Peace of theſe Kingdoms is ſtill 
cContinvally threatned to be dilturb'd, His 


_ conſequeatly the Proteſtant Succeſſion in 


the greateſt Danger from the Attempts 


e Title call'd in Queſtion, and 


and Aſtifices of open and ſecret Enemies, 

there ould be no Room for any Doubt, 
concer ning the proper Meaſures to be 
taken in ſuch an Exigency. _. Os 
Theſe Conſiderations made it neceſſary, 
| that the Parliament ſhould comply with 
| : ö 


> te 
1 His Majeſty's Inclinations in the firſt Par- 
1 tticular of Imporance that came before 
| them, by conſenting to keep Sixteen Thou- 
ſand Three: Hundred and Forty Seven 
Forces on the Eſtabliſhment, for this Year. 
And notwithſtanding the great Heats and 
Oppoſition this Matter caus d within Doors, 
and unuſual Murmurings and Diſcontents 
of many People without, I could never yet 
hear any tolerable Argument, why it ſhould 
not be ſo. The imaginary Dangers from 
a Standing Army, ſo copiouſſy furniſh'd 
out from the common Topicks formerly 
written on that Head, were ſo many Gob- 
lins induſtriouſly rais'd, to terrify the Peo- 
ple, and diſturb the Publick; and were ma- 
liciouſſy improv'd in printed Speeches and 
Pamphlets to the ſeducing of the Simple, 
and to the great Encouragement of the 
profeſsd Enemies and Diſturbers of the 
preſent Government. 2 
But how unworthy is it to ſuſpect his 
Majeſty's gracious Intentions, Who has 
convinc'd us and all the World, that He 
never kept up any Troops but for our Pro- 
tection, and has taken every Opportunity to 
disband as many as He thought conſiſtent with 
'oar Safety, It neither ſuits with His Ma- 
zeſty's Temper, his Circumſtances, nor the 
Courſe of his paſt Life, either with relati- 
on to his Dominions in German), or to us 
A871] | | e here 
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here infreat Britain, to do any thing that 
may g ve his Subjects Cauſe to diſtruſt 
him. He has often declar'd very graci- 
ouſly, That the Intereſt of his Crown and 
his People are inſeparable: And having 
given us ſuch Aſſurances on His Part, it 
is but reaſonable that we ſhould give his 
Majeſty all due Marks of Fidelity and 
Oonfiqence on ours. And ſince his Ma- 
jeſty's} Courage in War, and Conduct in 
Peace are ſo well known, we ought to 
pay t1e higheſt Deſerence to His Coun- 
ſel ard Advice, as to what is neceſſary 
for erabling us to defend our ſelves, And 
to afſjſt our Allies, as Occaſion requires. 
ould not here be. miſtaken, or 
thoußht to be arguing, for a Standing Ar. 
my; on the contrary I. know, that. in 
man) ancient Governments, the whole 
Body of the People was ſo train'd and 
diſciplind, as to anſwer all the Ends of 
the beſt Diſciplin d Army; and *twere.to 
be wiſh'd; that the People of Great. Britain 
had 47 enough to put themſelves on 


— 


the Fke Foot, and that our Nobility and 
Gentry, remitting ſomething of their pre- 
| ſent Eaſe and {lothful: Luxury, would 
*youc hſafe firſt to be taught themſelves 
Mar ial Diſcipline, and after wards, with 
a geacrous. Emulation would inſtruQ. o- 
thers. If ſuch a fi were once ſeen a- 
1 0 mogng 


1 
mong them, the People would readily fol- 
low their Example, and it would in a 
little Time be thought no Hardibip, nor 
any way inconſiſtent with the Liberty of 
the Subject, if every Man were oblig'd 
to fpend two or three Years of his Youth 
in qualifying himfelf to defend his Coun- 
* The Sword being thus in the Hands 
of the People could never be employ'd 
to their Diſadvantage ; and the Nation 
would be ſecure from all foreign Attempts, 
fince no Enemy would prove ſo adven- 
trous, as to attack fo populous a Country 
as this, where every Man would be a 
Soldier. But til} fome ſuch Method be 
taken, I do not think tis reflecting on 
my Country to fay, That we ſhould be 
had put to it, to defend our felves by our 
prefent Militia, againſt a foreign Army 
of Diſciplin'd Troops. 
The Number of Forces now eſtabliſn'd 
was by the Parliament judg'd neceſſary, in 
the preſent Circumftances of the Nation, 
chiefly for the Prefervationof our Domeſtick 
Quiet, againſt a turbulent and rebellious 
Faction at Home: But the Condition of 
the Fleet ought always to be the Concern 
of this Nation: and more eſpecially ought 
we now to rely upon its Aſſiſtance, as 
the firſt and beſt Means, either to prevent 
a* War, or bring it to a ſuccefsful Yr! | 
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This jade it bn ESI that 4 larp er 
Squad on of Ships than ordinary ſhould be 
ſent to the Meuiterranean; the doing of 
which was by a Meſſage from the King 
_ propoRd to the Houſe of Commons about 
the la 4 ter End of the Aft Seſſion, upon 
| Advic > from Spain of the great greed 
neſs ol that Kingdom to begin a neu War. 

And ti je Matter was accordingly agreed to 
by the Houſe, tho? not without the ſtre- 
nuous Oppoſition: of ſome, WhO formerly 
in the r Arguments againſt the Settlement 
of the, Land Forces, contended that the 
chief Security of this Iſland conſiſted in a 
powerful Navy, ſuch as may enable us to 
defend our own: Coaſts from Invaſions, 
to-prgtect our foreign Trade, and to an- 
noy a Publick Enemy either in their own 
„ 6 or foreign Plantations on Oe⸗ 


wr] if the Uſefulneſs of 2 Fleet, a8 > the 
beſt Guard to Great Britain, is evident, 
not only from Reaſon, but from undoubt» - 
ed Hiſtory, it muſt be very diſcouraging 
to receive Information from our Neigh+ 
: 95 Abroad, that the Management of 


our aritim Aſeirs has been defective 


| in on of the prime Circumſtances thereof. 


Whai, honeft Briton can without bluſhing 
read Fay following Tug in a Paris 5 
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(4) £ The „—p the Fleet is te 
tarded by the Difficulty of finding Sea- 
men, many of thoſe who have been 
preſs'd into the Service, being raw Men, 
and without Experience. When Sir 
George Bing revie wid the Crews, he took 
out of ſeveral Veſſels the moſt robuſt and 
experienc'd Sailors, and put them on 
Board the Baffear, which is to ſerve as 
Admiral, notwithſtanding the Com- 
plaints of the Captains. Tis believ d 
this Difficulty of finding Seamen, is oc- 
caſion d by above Ten Thouſand being 


7 


gone out of the Kingdom to ſerve 1 in fo- 


«. reign Countries. 
Now what ſignifies it that we F 
Number of huge Ships; how can we 


maintain our Empire on the Sea with 
them; or how be in a Condition upon 
ſhort Warning to fit out Royal Fleets, 


if we ſuffer our ſelves to be depriv'd' of 


our Sailors, the beſt in the World, who 


probably may hereafter come to lift them 
ſelves in the Service of the Enemies of | 


G reat Britain? 


As we are an Iſland, and "OY the: Sea 


round us; ſo by being Maſters of That, we 
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1 Sec as London Article, in the Paris Gazette of 
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muſt of 1 be the ſtrongeſt in the 
World; as the World is now turn'd to 
Navigation, and each Country by de- 
Rar, it length brought to depend abſo- 
lutely on Trade, by wanting many Neceſ- 
ſaries from foreign Places, which once they 
could live without perhaps, but ſince can- 
not, i or can defend — Without: 
This heing the Change that the improv d 
t o. Navigation has made in the World, 
Au g Countries to a reciprocal Depen- 
_ dencqupon one another for their Growths, 


and:0liging them to ſome ſort of Corre- 


bone ence. But on the other Hand, as 
we aie the ſtrongeſt in Situation; = bein 
an Iſlund, the Dominion of the Sea ſi ery 4 
to be with us: So that being 5 to us, 
and in any other Hands, or divided amongſt 
others. - are of all the moſt and worſt 

expos d. This we are taught hy Expe- 
rience the moſt remarkable that ever Was, 
evenf from the higheſt Remembrance of 
our {;lves through Rorrans, Danes, Saxons, 
and many Nations more (tho leſs re- 
mart d) down to the laſt Normans. TT | 


T lis being granted, it follows; 1 5 2 


whe ever Circumſtances of ours admit o- 
ther Nations, Foreigners whatſoever, to 
grow (tho at the ſame Time we are 

granted to grow too) in Proportion a- 

5 aye: us in Navigation and Trade, this 
5 E 2 3 
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neteſſaril y ſubjefts us tu certain Ruin; and: 
is tlie died Way leading to a Conſes 


quence no ways to — For When 
that Worle 4s done, and the Advantage. 


| once given up, tis altogether vain to ima» 
| 3 we een call it back, or by any 


Means, Arts of State, Treaties or Engage» 


ments whatſoe ver, be able to turn off that 
inevitable Evil that muſt light on uss 


In the next Place, i is impoſſible that 


this Government ſhoald ſubſith; and much 


leſs be able to beta itz Part. in foreign Al. 
lzances} unleſs there be conſiderable Sums 
af Money given. Experience has taught 


us what vaſt Taxes are abſolutely neceſſa - 


ry to maintain our Army and Fleet, which. 
are requiſite for our Security, and the De- 
fence of u Religious and Civil R _—_ 
and provided ue aan thoſe Ends, 


too dear. lu this Caſey? we may well. 
ſay,” Dimidium pls toto. A wiſe Man and 
a good, Man will rather chuſe (if it come 


ta that Paſs) to enjoy one half of his Eſtate 


with the 4xberty:ot his Conſcience, "and: 


the Prefervation. of his birth-righe, than 
to poſſbis a double or treble Portion of 


Riches; whilſt his Mind muſt be'enflav?d? 
to che Superſtition of knavih and inte- 
reſted Prieſts, his innocent Friends and: 


i T 8 to the Idol of Arbi- 


8 1 | trary 


5 1371 
„ tary. Power, and the Title Aut ; left. 
his on Pofſeſſion and Liberty only 
Ilrecarious and during Pleaſure. Tis upon 
juch Conſiderations as theſe, that we have 
Föften contributed largely, tho- chearfully, 
_ jowards the rt of his Majeſty's Go- 
7erdiinent ; and His frugal and diſcreet Ma- 
hagement of the Publick Money; has never 
left any Man room to grudge his Disburſe- 
ments. But thoſe who have no Game left to 
play; but to embroil and trouble the Go- 
vernment; to endeavour by all e 
0 interrupt the Meaſures of State; 

_ obſtru& the Settlement of -Aﬀeirs ; PA 
make our great 'Counſels ineffectual, up- 
bn which depends not only our Succeis, 
but the Safety of all Europe; thoſe, I ſoy, 
' refs their Good-will by labourin 
| man the People uneaſy, becauſe hr 
| extraordinary Taxes, and thus , en- 
& bi to cut his. Majeſty ſhort of 
thoſe neceffary l ene che Sinews 
ofs all Bufineſs. - - * 

We are happy in a Soveraign, who has 
contrary” to the Manner of ſome of his 
Predecefſors, always teſtified his willing- 
neſs, that they who grant the Money ſhou 

alſo appoint Inſpectors into the public 

Accounts; fo that if any Miſmanagement 
{ en in that Matter, we muſt blame 
f 4 ſelves. And we may eafily think 


our Security greater than that of any o- 
ther Nation in Europe, if we reflect but a 
Moment on this important Article, that we 
are never oblig'd to open our Purſes but 
by the Order and Conſent of our Repre - 
ſentatives, whom we have truſted with 
the Care of our Intereſt; which being e- 
qually their own at the ſame time, we 
have no reaſon to fear that they ever lay 
any Taxes; upon us, but when it is abſo ; 
lutely neceſſary for the Preſervation of 
our Lives, Liberties and Religion.. 
In Cafe therefore our Circumſtances 
5 this end than have hitherto been made to- 
1 Ward the publick Support, we ought to 
not to grudge our Disburſements; eſpe- 
cially. when we reflect how frugally our 
i} Taxes, have, been hitherto manag'd ſince 
if His Majeſty's coming amongſt us; our 
| Burden: being every Year made lighter, 
the Natignal Debts conſiderably dimi- 
niph d, and the publick Credit proporti- 


« * 2 « 


© ſhall. Sum up 2 


1 


Il that is requiſite to 


be done for our Security in this one Ar- 
ticle, which is, That the enſuing Seſſion 
of Parliament be unanimous, ſpeedy and 
vigorous in their Reſolves. Tis the mu- 
' tual Confidence, and good Underſtand- 
ing betwixt the King and Tala nt: 
„ | - | that 
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that hath hitherto preſerv'd us from Ruin; 


and we have no Reaſon to doubt the 
Continuance thereof. They have already 
enabled His Majeſty to enter into ſuch 
Treaties and Alliances, as His Majeſty, 
in his Wiſdom ſhall think fit in the 
pre [ent Conjuncture; and tis hop'd they 
will think themſelves oblig'd ot make 
good whatever ſhall be done or agreed 
to between his Majeſty and our Allies. 
For if it ſhould be objected, that we ought 
to be no farther concluded by Treaties, 
than our Parliaments ſhall judge them 
to he for the Honour and Advantage of 
thefPublick ; at this rate no Nation we 
{ha} treat with, will for the ſame reaſon _ 
thin x it ſelf bound by Any ſtipulated with 
us; lince whenever they ſhall be preſs d 
to &execute any Treaty which they ſhall 
thi; to their Diſadvantage, they may 
wit! Truth object, that Obligations, to 
be og Force, ought to be mutual; where- 
as they can have no other Security of a 
Con pliance on our fide, ſince *twill be 
in th? Power of a Parliament to diſable 
our King from performing his part of 
Covenant, It is therefore ro be 
hop'd; that a Britiſß Parliament will have 
a tender Regard to the Honour of 4 
Prince, whoſe Reputation has ſtood us in 
FCC great 
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